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Although newspaper and radio accounts of the cheering crowds that gmeted Matsuoka Yosuke at

Yokohama created an image of a country united behind its government, many men and women *took
umbrage at aggression overseas and observed that gains on the battlefield were not yielding any solutions
to the economic crisis at home. Articles **oppugning the actions of the Kwantung Army filled the pages of
liberal journals in 1931 and 1932. Writing in the April 1932 issue of the Kaizo (“Reconstruction”),
Yanaihara Tadao, the specialist on colonial policy who taught at Tokyo University, denounced Japan’s
military actions in Manchuria as self-defeating and foretold their ultimate inability to withstand the
increasingly robust vitality of Chinese nationalism. Farther to the left, the soc1ahst Yamakawa Kikue

(2)
contributed an essay to the November 1931 edition of the major woman’s pubhcatlon Fujin koron

(“Women’s Review” )? questioning whether mothers ought to bear more children if their offspring merely
4

were going to end up as fodder for a militarist government. Even regional newspapers sounded a critical

note.

However earnest they may have been, dissidents found it increasingly difficult to speak out effectively.
For one thing, displays of popular patriotism, such as the reception given to Matsuoka upon his return,
discouraged the expression of antiwar sentiments. Moreover, many prominent liberals publicly accepted the
new domestic policies and foreign policy initiatives of the early 1930s, further robbing nonconformist views

of their legitimacy. Even Yoshino Sakuzo, one of Japan’s best-known supporters of democracy, seemed

o]
ready to throw in the towel. Many Japanese, he wrote in 1932, viewed the accomplishments of the
(6)

Kwantung Army as a welcomed contrast with years of “ineffectual negotiations” by party cabinets. In

addition, they, even he, had grown resigned to the fact that party government in Japan “is an unholy
alliance between unprincipled party leaders and equally unprincipled leaders of big business,” with the
consequence that official policies catered to “the interests of big business, while the little man, and
particularly the farmer, is progressively impoverished.” It was enough to make one despair, especially when
one looked at the assault on democracy taking place in Europe. “There is a feeling among the Japanese,”

{7)

Yoshino concluded, “that if democracy is not quite good enough for those who invented it, then Japan, who

has always slightly distrusted it, has no particular reason for keeping it going.”

Even more shocking to many was Yosano Akiko’s newfound praise for militarism. Famous during the
(8)

Taisho era for her feminist critiques, Yosano had first stepped into the public spotlight when she published

several antiwar poems during the Russo-Japanese conflict of 1904 and 1905. The most prominent of those

was a plea to her younger brother:

Do not offer your life.

(9)
The Emperor himself does not go to battle.

The Imperial Heart is deep;

How could he ever wish
That men shed their blood,
That men die like beasts,

That men’s glory be in death?




In 1932, however, Yosano’s “Citizens of Japan, A Morning Song” urged Japanese soldiers to endure
“sufferings a hundredfold” and used the familiar metaphor about falling cherry blossoms, scattered by the
wind at the peak of their beauty, to glorify the death of a soldier whose “scattered” body was “purer than

a flower.”

*took umbrage: took offence  **oppugning: attacking

(WiiZ, James L. McClain, Japan: A Modern History. B3CIZ—HEEIMA TH 5,)
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